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Port Sunlight Angling Club

Junior & Young Persons Matches

(Junior & Young Person members up to the age of 16 years old)

Guidance for Anglers and Parents

Club coaches and volunteers that oversee and run the match have to make sure that
the more experienced and older participants don’t receive more parental support than
is fair to everyone.

e Any support given by a parent should not give the person receiving it a significant
and ongoing advantage versus the kid doing everything themselves.

e Parents must sit on a chair 2-3 metres behind the participant. This reduces the
temptation to overcoach the participant with excessive and ongoing instructions
to precisely what to do on a minute-by-minute basis. Do let the participant make
their own decisions, even when it’s not what you would do personally. Giving
juniors the freedom to make their own decisions and learning from them is good
for young people’s development as independent anglers.

e Parents of younger and inexperienced participants can support with the
following: mixing groundbait, using a landing net to help land a big fish,
especially after the child has first tried to have a go or if a disgorger is heeded,
pulling for a break in the event of a snag, helping with tangles, swapping a
hooklength, add or remove shot or stotz, plumbing up etc.

e Parents must not sit right next to the participants and unhook all the fish, hold
the pole or rod whist there is bait on the hook (Except when snagged), feed
groundbait or loosefeed for the participant, chop up worms for the participant,
swap top kits when the participant is capable of undertaking that task etc.

If in any doubt, please ask the organiser or one of the volunteers
overseeing the match for guidance



